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January 23rd 2017 
CLAS/HIST 2051 
Digital Research Project - Description 
 

In lieu of a traditional essay, in this course you will participate in a digital research 
assignment. This will involve a contribution to the creation of a comprehensive website devoted 
to Women in Antiquity (https://womeninantiquity.wordpress.com/). This project consists of a 
research aspect (20%) and a digital evaluation aspect (20%). You will choose a topic (if you 
haven’t already, some suggestions are below) by Monday, January 30th. You will submit 8-10 
pages of research on this topic with comprehensive bibliography (20%, due Monday, February 
27th), and then populate your own webpage on the larger course website (15%, due Friday, 
March 31st). This should include both multimedia and links to other digital resources. You will 
then be asked to provide feedback in the form of a comment on at least one of your fellow 
students’ webpages (5%, due Friday, April 7th). The goal of this assignment is for you to 
develop traditional academic research skills in conjunction with practical digital skills. You can 
remain anonymous on the website, if you prefer. 
 
These instructions pertain to the Research component of this project only – you will receive 

further instructions for the Digital component via e-mail. 
 
 
Technical Format 

1. Your research assignment should be typed, double-spaced on standard-sized paper (8.5" x 
11") with 1" margins on all sides. You should use a clear font that is highly readable. 
APA recommends using 12 pt. Times New Roman font.  

2. Your research assignment should be 8-10 pages in length + a bibliography (at least 5 
academic sources NOT online sources). 

3. Please do not exceed 15 pages, typed, at the very maximum. 
4. When citing scholarly works, please use the APA style: 

• Author, A.A.. (Year of Publication). Title of work. Publisher City, State: Publisher. 
• Finney, J. (1970). Time and again. New York, NY: Simon and Schuster 
• More examples of proper APA citation style can be found online (for articles, 

chapters, online sources, etc.) 
• Concordia Library has a great online guide: 

http://library.concordia.ca/help/citing/apa.php 
 
Some Suggestions for Topics 

a) A historical female figure from antiquity, for example: Sappho, Julia Domna, Octavia, 
Fulvia, Cornelia, Helena, Maesia Sentinas, Agrippina, Clodia, Arachidamia, Cynisca, 
Seianti Hanunia Tlesnasa, etc.  

b) a mythological/legendary female figure (or groups of women) from antiquity, for 
example: Homeric women (Penelope, Nausicaa, Andromache), women in Greek tragedy 
(Medea, Clytemnestra), women in Greek comedy (Lysistrata), Ariadne, the Erectheids, 
Maenads, Greek goddesses (Persephone, Demeter, Athena, Hera, Hestia, etc.), the 
Nymphs, the Muses, Roman goddesses (Juno, Bona Dea, Minerva, Diana, Ceres, 
Proserpina, etc.), Lucretia, Dido, etc.  
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c) a role/occupation of females in antiquity, for example: gladiators, priestesses, mothers, 
slaves, young girls/children, midwives, musicians, mistresses, scientists, philosophers, 
lawyers, concubines, etc. 
• For most of these topics you’d need to narrow your research to an area, for example: 

female gladiators in ancient Rome; priestesses in the cult of Artemis at Brauron; 
motherhood in the Mycenaean world; female slaves in Classical Athens; childhood in 
the Augustan period; childbirth and midwives in the Hellenistic world; Etruscan 
musicians, etc. etc. à these are not fixed topics, you can do any of these topics in any 
period covered in this course! 

d) Any life event, or set of events surrounding women’s life-cycle in a given period of 
antiquity, for example: birth (and childbirth), puberty, marriage, old age, death. 

e) A set of objects related to ancient women, for example: curse tablets, jewellery, 
gynaecological instruments, domestic space and women’s houses/rooms, funerary 
iconography/tombstones/grave goods, women on pottery, paintings of women, women on 
coins, portraiture, sculpture of everyday women, clothing, hairstyles, etc. 
• For most of these topics you would also have to narrow your research to an area, for 

example: Roman curse tablets, Minoan jewellery, Greek gynaecological instruments, 
domestic space at Pompeii, women’s houses in Greece, funerary iconography from 
ancient Roman tombs, Dark Age grave goods, Classical pottery, Imperial coinage, 
Minoan frescoes, Hellenistic portraiture, Etruscan sculpture, etc. etc. 

f) An archaeological site/festival that had special roles/meanings for women: Brauron, 
Eleusis, Locri, cult-sites of Isis, Magna Mater, cult of Eileithyia, Thesmophoria, cult of 
Athena Polias 

g) A set of texts written by/about women: Letters on papyrus from Egypt; Inscribed 
dedications from women; Sappho’s poetry; Funerary epitaphs, etc.  

h) Pretty much anything else you can think of – just ask!  
 
Great, I’ve Chosen my Topic – Now What? 
 

1. Your assignment should begin with a clear, concise summary of your chosen subject, 
including the ‘who, what, when, where’ basics. Obviously these questions will be 
variously applicable depending on your topic choice, but you should have a very broad, 
general introduction to familiarize your reader with the subject. The length of this portion 
will vary, depending on the size/complexity of your topic! A historical figure, for 
example, will have a much more concise answer to the ‘when’ question (i.e. the years 
they lived) than an occupation (which might be ‘the Roman Imperial period’, if that is 
your selected focus). Essentially, this introductory section should be a straightforward 
presentation of your subject based on academic research. 

2. Once you introduce your subject, you should discuss the primary sources you used – a 
primary source is a source from antiquity. You might decide to use only select sources 
(if you chose ‘puberty’, you might have restricted your sources to Pompeiian wall-
painting, for example), or you might have a topic that requires that you use all of the 
available evidence (Sappho’s poems, for example). Whatever your body of evidence, be 
it literary, archaeological, art historical, explain it! Describe your primary sources, and 
why you chose to use them in presenting your topic! 
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3. At this point, you have a lot more freedom! You can discuss the history of the study of 
your topic in modern scholarship, and the impact your subject has had on the field of 
women in antiquity. You can argue why this subject is important to study and perhaps 
why it hasn’t received enough attention/where more work can be done. You can highlight 
what you think are the most interesting facts/events about your subject. You can talk 
about popular opinion versus ancient reality. You can talk about its portrayal in modern 
media. If it helps you to structure this more like a traditional essay, you can ask a 
question and then spend the rest of the report attempting to answer that question using the 
evidence available to you.  

4. Remember, this is the more academic/research aspect of this project, but you can 
absolutely talk about your chosen topic in popular culture and the modern media if you so 
choose (this is particularly applicable for ancient women who have been featured in 
Hollywood movies). You are welcome to express your own opinion, but ultimately this is 
a research project and must be supported by academic research and publications.  

5. At the end of the day, choose a topic that you find interesting! You will be spending all 
semester with these women and their lives, so enjoy yourself and research a topic that 
intrigues you! 


